
F E M Y S O  T O O L K I T  F O R  T H E 
E U R O P E A N  E L E C T I O N S 
C A M P A I G N  2 0 1 9

“ Y O U R  V O T E ,  Y O U R  V O I C E ”



“YOUR VOTE, YOUR VOICE”2

T A B L E  O F
C O N T E N T S



“YOUR VOTE, YOUR VOICE” 3

C O N T E X T :  W H Y  Y O U 

S H O U L D  P A R T I C I P A T E

T H E  E U R O P E A N 

P A R L I A M E N T  &  T H E 

E U R O P E A N  E L E C T I O N S

W H Y  Y O U R 

V O I C E  M A T T E R S
H O W  C A N  I  V O T E ?

H O W  Y O U  C A N

P A R T I C I P A T E

F U R T H E R  U S E F U L

L I N K S

W H A T  S U P P O R T

F E M Y S O  C A N  G I V E

4 1 2

6 1 6

8 1 8

1 0



“YOUR VOTE, YOUR VOICE”

The 2019 European Elect ions (EE19)  are taking place with in a shift ing context . 

With each pass ing day,  we are witness ing a number of st ructural  changes in 

our  pol i t ical  and social  landscapes,  which pose an existent ia l  d i lemma to us 

pr imar i ly  as EU cit izens,  but especial ly  so as young Musl im Europeans.  2019 is  the 

year in which for  the f i rst  t ime,  a major  ant i-European wave is  expected to have 

a large inf luence in the European Elect ions.  As such,  our  r ich and often hybr id 

European ident i t ies have become a target.  Whi le unity  in  divers i ty  has been the 

engine of the European project ,  d ivers i ty  has recent ly  become a scapegoat in 

the pol i t ical  narrat ive.

FEMYSO has partnered with the European Par l iament for  the European Elect ions 

2019 campaign,  in  order to provide cit izens of al l  backgrounds the opportunity 

to act ively  and effect ively  part ic ipate in publ ic l i fe ,  and take part  in  pol i t ical 

debates.  As we l ive in plural ist  societ ies ,  engaged vot ing is  a cornerstone of our 

democracies.  Yet the pol i t ical  and social  chal lenges that Musl im communit ies 

in Europe are facing cannot be ignored.  There is  a cont inuous r ise in pol i t ical 

movements ,  part ies and groups which are ant i-divers i ty ,  ant i-migrant ,  and most 

W H Y  Y O U R  V O T E , 
Y O U R  V O I C E  M A T T E R S

4



“YOUR VOTE, YOUR VOICE”

T H E  C A M P A I G N

This  is  the reason we are launching the Your Vote,  Your Voice campaign.  With th is  campaign 

toolk i t ,  FEMYSO is  providing young cit izens with the necessary tools  to engage with the European 

elect ions,  and to br ing their  voice to the pol i t ical  debate.  As an off ic ia l ,  non-part isan* partner for 

the EE19 campaign,  FEMYSO aims to cult ivate a generat ion of young act ive ci t izens who know how 

to raise their  voice with in the EU. Furthermore,  FEMYSO bel ieves in the importance of empowering 

young people to become sk i l l fu l ,  proact ive and engaged cit izens.  The goal  of  th is  campaign is 

to increase the civ ic engagement and democrat ic part ic ipat ion of European Musl im youth in the 

upcoming European Elect ions by st rengthening their  knowledge of the inst i tut ions of  the European 

Union;  by encouraging them to commence and contr ibute to pol i t ical  debates about European 

issues;  and to act ively  engage with their  nat ional  MEPs and MEP candidates. 

* FEMYSO confirms that it does not provide support to neither political parties nor candidates participating in the elections, nor 

does it intend to field its own candidates in the 2019 European Elections.

important ly ,  I s lamophobic.  We bel ieve that the pol i t ical  and civ ic commitment of  young people is 

a necessary dr iv ing force to bui ld a stronger Europe and to contr ibute to more v ibrant ,  inclus ive 

and cohesive societ ies.  To achieve th is  goal ,  we need to strengthen the pol i t ical  consciousness of 

youth and their  sense of responsibi l i ty  towards the societ ies they l ive in.
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T H E  E U R O P E A N 
E L E C T I O N S

The European Elect ions are an important opportunity  for  EU cit izens to raise their  voice and to be heard. 

The European Par l iament is  the only  EU inst i tut ion where EU cit izens can di rect ly  e lect their  representat ives 

every f ive years.  Contrary to general  knowledge,  the Par l iament has a surpr is ingly  inf luent ia l  ro le in the 

EU decis ion-making process ,  as i t  has to approve the major i ty  of  EU legis lat ion,  and as i t  e lects the 

European Commiss ion’s  Pres ident.  I t  i s  by ensur ing you have a say in who gets e lected;  by chal lenging the 

MEP candidates f rom your country ;  by bui ld ing networks with them and act ively  fo l lowing them on their 

act ions whi le holding them to account ,  that you can have a voice in decis ions at  a European level  that 

affect your dai ly  l i fe and your future.
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W H Y  J O I N ?

This  campaign ass ists  the European Union in c los ing the gap between i ts  supranat ional 

inst i tut ions and i ts  c i t izens,  by doing the work that the EU i tself  cannot do:  effect ively 

reaching out to a minor i ty  youth group,  gett ing them on the same page in effect ively 

engaging with the European Elect ions and br inging the European Par l iament c loser to a 

grassroots level .

So why jo in? This  campaign is  a chance for  young Musl ims to reclaim their  narrat ive in their 

countr ies ,  to show that we care about Europe and that we feel  European; to st rengthen 

the re lat ionship with local ,  nat ional  and EU inst i tut ions;  and to bui ld sustainable and 

cohesive societ ies. 

Your vote is  important ,  because you are a ci t izen of the European Union,  and i t  i s  up to you 

to te l l  your  story and to protect your r ights and those of your fe l low community  members. 

Because i t  i s  up to us al l  to make a difference by choosing divers i ty  over discr iminat ion, 

integrat ion over iso lat ion.  We can do so only  i f  we decide to br ing our voice to the 

decis ion-making table through one of democracy’s  most powerful  tools :  vot ing. 



“YOUR VOTE, YOUR VOICE”8

FEMYSO’s network consists  of  31  Member Organisat ions (MOs) across 23 European 

Countr ies ,  out of  which 17 are EU Member States.  Whether you are a board member 

of one of our  MOs,  you are an engaged volunteer or  just  a car ing EU cit izen, 

th is  part  is  dedicated to everyone who wants to get act ive and raise their  voice 

dur ing the campaign per iod leading up to the European Elect ions in May 2019. 

This  is  how you can part ic ipate:

H O W  Y O U  C A N
P A R T I C I P A T E

a) Engage with FEMYSO’s creative contents
b) Share and like what FEMYSO has published
c) Create your own social media campaign! You could:

•	Ask people why/if they will vote
•	Ask people what the EU has done for them
•	What they expect from the Elections
•	What future they want for Europe
•	Use creative ways to generate a discussion on European issues, such 

as a social media account with memes on the questions above
d) Run a Twitterstorm on key dates with a clear message

SOCIAL MEDIA
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•	Write op-eds with your opinion on Europe and the Elections to be 
published in media outlets - FEMYSO can assist in editing and 
publishing on our website!

•	Reach out to journalists to give interviews on the day of Elections
•	For a concrete media strategy, reach out to us to get advice!

MEDIA

•	A short session at existing events: e.g. a two-hour discussion on 
the Elections, political engagement etc.

•	Dedicated event to the EE19: a one-day or two-day seminar on 
active citizenship and the Elections, it could include training ses-
sions on advocacy and media - with which FEMYSO can help!

•	Panel discussion: with candidate or incumbent MEPs, or with key 
figures, e.g. from the university, European Parliament local office 
etc.

•	Participate in their events
•	Reach out to them and organise something together
•	FEMYSO can help with getting you in touch with local youth 

NGOs that are also partners of the EE19 Campaign
•	Managing busses that can transfer voters to the nearest voting 

office

•	Through events: nationally and local sections
•	Invite them to different events, such as: roundtable discussions, 

video message/interview/podcast, interview over coffee to write 
an article about later

•	Social media: Tweet to them, e-mail them, challenge them on 
their messages and ideas, invite them to your events

ORGANISING EVENTS ON THE EUROPEAN ELECTIONS

COOPERATE WITH OTHER YOUTH NGOS PARTNERING 
WITH EE19 CAMPAIGN

ENGAGE WITH CANDIDATE MEPS

THROUGH THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT & ITS LOCAL 
OFFICES IN EACH EU COUNTRY, WHERE YOU CAN 
GET ACCESS TO:

SCHOOLS & UNIVERSITIES

STREET ACTIONS AND CREATIVE PROJECTS

•	Merchandise;
•	Training sessions delivered by the European Parliament in Brus-

sels or local office
•	European Parliament staff to participate in events as speakers

•	Organise a debate or discussion session at your university
•	Visit the high school where you graduated from and talk with 

students about the elections
•	Arrange a breakfast meeting on elections day and vote after-

wards together.
•	Fun idea: for every person who joins your breakfast meeting, 

you could plant one small tree!

•	Street Survey: record audio with your phone, with video as an 
additional feature. To look a little bit more professional get a 
friend with a decent camera, who’ll film you. Ask people ques-
tions, such as when are the next European Elections? Where is 
the European Parliament? Etc.

•	Be creative, keep it funny, have fun!
•	Upload it on Social Media or send them to local radio stations. 
•	Organise a podcast with politically active guests on the im-

portance of voting and the coming election. This can be very 
simple by for example conducting the podcast via the phone. 

•	Short 15-second Instagram story contents
•	Writing articles on blogs and media outlets
•	Create a temporary website and make it a place open for dis-

cussion, where you could use polls and publish statements.
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FEMYSO has various forms of support that we can give to both our Member Organisations, and 
to individuals. Support can come from FEMYSO directly, or from the various networks that we 
are part of. As we are a partner of the European Elections 2019 campaign, this gives us a lot of 
opportunities.

W H A T  S U P P O R T
F E M Y S O  C A N  G I V E
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This toolkit 

Roundtable at the 
European Parliament: 
a) Participants will get 

the opportunity to engage in 
discussions with candidates and 
incumbent MEPs.
b) Keep an eye out on FEMYSO 
channels for its announcement!

FEMYSO’s Member 
Organisations:
a) Cooperation possibilities

b) Information on participating in their 
events

Access to FEMYSO’s institutional 
networks:
European Parliament:

•	 access to open sessions of the Parlia-
ment, support on research (statistics); 
content for media, PR and communica-
tions; funding opportunities

•	 European Commission Coordinator on 
Combating Anti-Muslim Hatred

•	 European Network Against Racism 
(ENAR): FEMYSO is a member of this 
NGO which is made up of a network of 
anti-racist civil society organisations

•	 Council of Europe

Advising:
•	Reach out to us to get our advise in 
creating a concept, organising a cam-

paign, arranging a training, getting you 
in touch with other Member Organiza-
tions or NGOs, or other points of advice!

•	 activecitizenship@femyso.org

Participation into EU-level activities: 
a) FEMYSO can help you attend plenary sessions of the 
European Parliament in Brussels or Strasbourg

b)Activities of other partners of the European Parliament (see: www.
thistimeimvoting.eu)
c) Elections night on May 26th: opportunity to showcase the work on 
grassroots level done for the European Elections

Training sessions*: 
Training type: advocacy, 
lobbying, media, civic en-

gagement, etc.
Support type: organising, ar-
ranging a trainer, help create 
the concept, support in social 
media and mainstream media 
coverage and strategies

* For this, please fill out the Ser-
vices Request Form on the FEMYSO 
website

Access to resources: 
a) Previous academic 
research

b) Previous campaigns
c) Expert team members and 
expert network
d) Examples: EU elections, 
functioning of EU institutions, EU 
decision-making and legislative 
processes; Islamophobia in 
the EU, in politics, in media; 
education and youth; political 
and civic engagement
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T H E  E U R O P E A N  P A R L I A M E N T &  
E U R O P E A N  E L E C T I O N S  2 0 1 9
A N D  H O W  T O  V O T E

Every five years, EU citizens choose who represents them in the European Parliament. This directly-elected institution 
defends your interests in the EU decision-making process. This section provides you with the technical information on 
the European Parliament and the elections.

W H A T  I S  T H E  E U R O P E A N  P A R L I A M E N T ?

“The Members of the European Parliament are elected every five years. The 
world’s only directly elected trans-national assembly, the Parliament represents 
the interests of EU citizens at the European level. It elects the President of the 
European Commission, appoints its Commissioners (as a college) and holds 
them to account. It passes laws for our protection and budgets on our behalf. It 
represents them abroad and acts on their petitions. The discourse of its Members 
shapes the political and social agenda upholding the values of the Treaty of the 
European Union.”*

* Directly adopted from: https://www.european-elections.eu/how-elections-work	
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W H A T  A R E  T H E  R O L E S  A N D  P O W E R S 
O F  T H E  P A R L I A M E N T ?

The parliament has 3 main roles:

L E G I S L A T I V E

•	Passing EU laws, together with the 
Council of the EU, based on European 
Commission proposals

•	Deciding on international agreements
•	Deciding on enlargements
•	Reviewing the Commission’s work 
programme and asking it to propose 
legislation

S U P E R V I S O R Y

•	 Democratic scrutiny of all EU 
institutions

•	 Electing the Commission President 
and approving the Commission as a 
body. Possibility of voting a motion of 
censure, obliging the Commission to 
resign

•	 Granting discharge, i.e. approving 
the way EU budgets have been spent

•	 Examining citizens’ petitions and 
setting up inquiries

•	 Discussing monetary policy with the 
European Central Bank

•	 Questioning Commission and Council
•	 Election observations

B U D G E T A R Y

•	Establishing the EU budget, together 
with the Council

•	Approving the EU’s long-term 
budget, the “Multiannual Financial 
Framework”*

* Directly adopted from: https://www.europe-

an-elections.eu/how-elections-work 
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Source: European 
Parliament

H O W  I S  T H E  E U R O P E A N 

P A R L I A M E N T  C O M P O S E D ?

The Parliament is currently composed of 751 MEPs, although 
when the UK leaves, the number will be reduced to 705 seats. 
How these seats are allocated, is laid out in the EU Treaties. 
It takes into account the size of the population of each 
country, with smaller countries getting more seats than strict 
proportionality would imply. Currently, the number of MEPs 
per country ranges from 6 for each of the following countries: 
Malta, Luxembourg and Cyprus; to 96 for Germany.  After 
the UK leaves, the seats will be allocated according to the 
following numbers:

14



Directly adopted from: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/be-heard/elections 

“The next European elections take place on 23-26 May 2019 giving all adult EU citizens the opportunity to select who will represent 
them in the European Parliament. Help shape Europe’s future and vote!

The last European elections in 2014 were the largest transnational elections ever held at the same time. This time the stakes are 
even higher. By voting, you help decide what kind of Europe we have in the years to come.

The European elections in May 2019 will have a direct impact on your life. They will decide how Europe will act in the coming years 
to address your concerns about jobs, business, security, migration and climate change.

Because Europe belongs to all of us, we should all take these decisions together. So it’s not only important that you vote, but also 
your family, friends, neighbours and colleagues. When everybody votes, everybody wins.”*

* This part is directly adopted from: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/be-heard/elections, date 

61.9%
58.9% 58.4% 56.6%

49.5%
45.4%

43.0% 43.1%

1979 1984 1989 1994 1999 2004 2009 2014

Voter turnout in European Parliamentary 
elections 1979 - 2014

Source: Statista

W H A T  A R E  T H E  E U R O P E A N 

E L E C T I O N S  2 0 1 9 ?
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ELECTIONBOX

“YOUR VOTE, YOUR VOICE”

H O W  C A N  I  V O T E ?

You can only vote if you are an EU citizen. In general in each EU country, if you 
have passed the minimum voting age, you get a voting card and you just need 
to go to a polling station on the day of the vote.

Check here (source: https://www.european-elections.eu) for your own country:
•	 What the voting date is
•	 Whether you must register to vote - and if so, whether there is a deadline
•	 How old you must be
•	 Where exactly you can go vote
•	 How you can vote if you live abroad

W H Y  I S  I T  I M P O R T A N T  T O  V O T E ?

•	 “As with all elections, voting in the European elections is about choosing 
your future.*

* Directly adopted from: https://www.european-elections.eu/why-you-should-vote
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The European Parliament makes big decisions: how to grow 
the economy, how to curb energy use, how to make sure that 
the food we eat is safe. When you vote, you choose who 
makes these decisions and what they mean for the sort of 
world you want to live in. If you don’t vote, you have no say.

YOUR VOTE INFLUENCES HOW THE EUROPEAN PARLIA-
MENT DECIDES ON MATTERS THAT AFFECT YOUR DAILY 
L IFE .

SO,  WHAT IS  HAPPENING WHEN?

The world faces many challenges, from migration to climate 
change. But when problems are shared, solutions are more 
easily found. Our Union is leading the way in innovation and 
investment that, for example, we need to tackle climate 
change. And it is working to protect our way of life and our 
privacy. Your vote gives it the strength it needs to do that.

All around us, we see how unchallenged “truths” can turn 
diversity into division. And how fragile democracy can be. 
Our Union is based on a shared respect for fundamental 
rights and democratic principles. Your vote is your claim on 
those rights, for yourself and for others.”

YOUR VOTE GIVES THE EUROPEAN UNION THE 
STRENGTH TO PROTECT YOU AND YOUR FAMILY.

YOUR VOTE DEFENDS DEMOCRACY.

Source: European Commission, https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/
european-elections-communications-toolkit_2019.pdf 
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P O L I T I C A L  G R O U P S

European People’s Party (EPP) - 217 
MEPs
- Centre-right, majority German 
Christian Democrats
- Biggest group in the Parliament
- Has provided most of the Parlia-
ments Presidents and Vice-Presidents
- Current European Commission Pres-
ident (Juncker) is EPP member

Alliance of Liberals and Democrats 
for Europe (ALDE) - 70 MEPs

- Main centrist group
- One of the most Euro-enthusiastic 
groups
- Has often held the balance of pow-
er in key votes

Europe of Freedom and Direct De-
mocracy (EFDD) - 45 MEPs

- Disagree with the idea of European 
integration from right-wing view
- UKIP + Five Star Movement (Italy)
- Nigel Farage co-president

Progressive Alliance of Socialist & 
Democrats (S&D) - 190 MEPs

- Centre-left
- Was the biggest group before EPP 
took over
- Mostly UK Labour

European United Left/Nordic Green 
Left (GUE) - 52 MEPs

- Far left with members from Commu-
nist and traditional Socialist parties
- Broadly Eurosceptic from anti-austeri-
ty/anti-capitalist view
- Left-wing environmentalist groups 
from Scandinavia

Europe of Nations and Freedom (ENF) 
- 39 MEPs

- Formation announced June 2015
- Majority from Front National (France), 
group led by Marine Le Pen
- Also includes Northern League (Italy) 
and Freedom Party (Netherlands)

European Conservatives and Re-
formists (ECR) - 74 MEPs

- Broadly centre-right and Eurosceptic
- Mixture of socially conservative & 
promoting economic liberalism
- UK Conservatives, Poland’s Law and 
Justice Party, Ulster Unionists and Al-
ternative for Germany (AfD)

European Greens/European Free 
Alliance (Greens/EFA) - 50 MEPs

- Alliance of two parties: the Euro-
pean Greens and the European Free 
Alliance
- Left of centre position on most issues

Non-attached (NI) - 14 MEPs

- MEPs who could not find allies to 
form a group
- Mainly nationalist MEPs, such as Hun-
gary’s Jobbik and Front National
- Disadvantages: less speaking time, 
less resources

Source: https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-parliaments-34574041
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F I R S T  S E A T  P R O J E C T I O N S  F O R  T H E 

N E X T  E U R O P E A N  P A R L I A M E N T

Source: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190218IPR26703/first-seat-pro-
jections-for-the-next-european-parliament
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F U R T H E R 
U S E F U L 
L I N K S :
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https://www.thistimeimvoting.eu/ 
https://www.howtovote.eu/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/because/en/home 
https://what-europe-does-for-me.eu/en/portal 

European Elections 2019  
https://www.european-elections.eu/
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/Pages/european-elections-2019.aspx
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/be-heard/elections 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/eu-affairs/20181122STO19860/all-you-need-to-know-about-the-2019-
european-elections
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2018/623556/EPRS_ATA(2018)623556_EN.pdf
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/10391238/Benefits-in-Europe-country-by-country.html 

News
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en
https://www.theguardian.com/world/ng-interactive/2018/nov/20/revealed-one-in-four-europeans-vote-populist
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190218IPR26703/first-seat-projections-for-the-next-european-parliament
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.independent.co.uk/voices/what-has-the-eu-ever-done-for-you-quite-a- lot-
actually-a7097636.html%3famp 

https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/eu-what-has-european-union-done-for-us-david-
cameron-brexit-a6850626.html%3famp 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/elections-press-kit/0/key-dates-ahead
https://epthinktank.eu/2019/02/14/european-elections-voting-rights-for-eu-citizens-living-abroad/
https://epthinktank.eu/2018/11/14/what-does-the-eu-do/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190212IPR26008/european-parliament-and-professional-footballers-team-
up
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190205IPR25020/erasmus-will-finance-existing-uk-eu-mobility-in-the-
event-of-no-deal-brexit
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/dec/28/how-rising-populism-could-shake-up-european-elections
https://carnegieeurope.eu/2018/12/11/2019-european-parliament-elections-will-change-eu-s-political-dynamics-pub-77922
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T H I S  T I M E  I ’ M  V O T I N G
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T H I S  T I M E  I ’ M  V O T I N G



www.femyso.org

/@femyso


