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The Millennium Development 
Goals 

The United Nations Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs), a set of 8 goals to reduce global poverty agreed 
by world leaders in 2000, also played a part in putting 
climate change on the global agenda. MDG 7 is about 
ensuring environmental sustainability and focuses on the 
following areas:

• 	Encouraging countries to integrate principles of  
	 sustainable development into their policies and  
	 programmes 

• 	Reversing the loss of environmental resources,  
	 such as rainforests

• 	Reducing biodiversity loss

• 	Halving the number of people living without sustainable  
	 access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation

• 	Achieving a “significant improvement” in the lives  
	 of at least 100 million slum dwellers 

As the 2015 deadline for achieving the MDGs approaches, 
world leaders have been looking ahead to a post-2015 
development agenda and a UN System Task Team has 
been set up for this purpose. Environmental sustainability 
remains high on the agenda for post-2015 development. 

What’s being done in the EUROPE? 

As part of the Kyoto protocol, agreed in 1997, the EU has 
committed to reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 20% 
below the 1990 levels, as well as a 20% improvement 
in energy efficiency. After having hit their 2012 target 
of reducing emissions by 8% from 1990, the European 
Commission has published a roadmap that charts a cost-
effective pathway for cutting the EU’s emissions 30% by 
2030, and 80-95% by 2050.
 
Many European countries have invested large amounts to 
stay at the forefront of sustainability. Iceland is known for 
getting virtually all of its power from renewable energy. 
Germany recently topped a poll for energy efficiency by 
introducing tougher construction standards and a “feed-
in tariff” by which suppliers of renewable energy enjoy 
guaranteed price levels for 20 years. Scandinavian nations 
like Sweden are high on the eco-friendly list for initiatives 
like their green-friendly rail networks. With 2/3 of 
greenhouse emissions being emitted from the developed 
world, Europe has a large Europe has a large role to play in 
cleaning the environment. 
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How committed are you to reducing your 
footprint on nature and keeping the planet 
green?  

This is the start and where you ‘test’ your true 
#GreenUp habits.  

Page 24 has a list of awesome #GreenUp 
initiatives to help you asses how green you 
really are. Take the challenge and see how 
many boxes you tick. 

Your carbon
footprint

Take the Pledge
It’s now time to ‘Take the pledge & make the 
promise’ to add simple green habits to your daily 
life. Here are some examples, remember, take 2-3 
pledges and try add any of your own initiatives too!

•	 I promise to visit my local thrift store and buy 
one item to wear 

•	 I promise to buy a reusable water bottle and 
coffee cup 

•	 I promise to buy two compact fluorescent light 
bulbs for my office/room 

•	 I promise to find my nearest farmers market & 
try three new organic products a month

•	 I promise to look for a local eco-friendly dry 
cleaner 

•	 I promise to buy a new house plant 
•	 I promise to only use a reusable tote/bag
•	 I promise to buy an organic t-shirt 

This the final part of this exercise, at this point 
not only have

you added #GreenUp initiatives to your own 
personal routine and taken the ‘Pledge’ to 
do so but it is your responsibility to make a 
difference within your own family, circle of 
friends and communities! 

Don’t forget we must encourage each other to 
think and live ‘Green’, and to share knowledge 
on embedding environmentally friendliness 
and ethical consumption in our communities. 

Green Up
My community
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SAVE 
ENERGY

PUT UP ENERGY CONSERVATION POSTERS SWITCH TO AN ENVIRONMENTALLY-FRIENDLY 
ENERGY SUPPLIER

WALK TO MOSQUE / CAR POOL DAYS INTEGRATE SOLAR PANELS

GET AN ENERGY AUDIT	 MOVEMENT-SENSITIVE LIGHTING

PROVIDE BIKE RACKS

CONSERVE 
WATER

PUT UP POSTERS IN WUDU’ AREAS TO ADVISE 
WORSHIPPERS NOT TO RUN TAPS WHEN DOING 
WUDU’ 

FIT CISTERN DISPLACEMENT DEVICE (AVAILABLE FREE) 
TO TOILETS

INTRODUCE TOUCH-SENSITIVE TAPS IN WUDU’ AREAS INSTALL A MAINS-FED WATER COOLER

COLLECT RAINWATER FOR USE IN GARDEN BAN ON DISTRIBUTING PLASTIC BOTTLES

FIT FLOW REGULATORS TO TAPS

EAT OF 
THE GOOD 
THINGS

PUT UP POSTERS ABOUT TAYYIB CONSUMPTION USE FAIRTRADE PRODUCTS IN EVENTS & MEETINGS

USE TAYYIB FOOD (ORGANIC, LOCAL, IN-SEASON) IN 
EVENTS & MEETINGS

COMPOST KITCHEN WASTE

SET UP A COMMUNITY GARDEN TO GROW 
VEGETABLES AND HERBS

ORGANISE A COMMUNITY TRIP TO AN ETHICAL FARM

REDUCE, 
REUSE & 
RECYCLE

PUT UP RECYCLING POSTERS ORGANISE A CLOTHES SWAP EVENT

SET ECO-FRIENDLY OFFICE RULES USE RECYCLE BINS TO SEPARATE RUBBISH

LITTER-PICKING DRIVE IN COMMUNITY INTRODUCE CLOTHING RECYCLING BINS

USE WASHABLE/BIO-DEGRADABLE CUPS AND PLATES AT EVENTS

GREEN 
DEEN

START A NOTICEBOARD OR NEWSLETTER TO
EDUCATE YOUR COMMUNITY ABOUT 
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

ORGANISE TALKS, FILM SCREENINGS AND EVENTS 
ON ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

SET UP A BIRD FEEDER / PLANTS TO ATTRACT 
WILDLIFE

ALLOCATE AN OUTDOOR SPACE FOR PRAYER AND 
CONTEMPLATION

USE ENVIRONMENTALLY-FRIENDLY CLEANING 
PRODUCTS

MADRASAH SESSIONS ON ENVIRONMENT

KHUTBAH ON AN ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES HOST A GREEN FAIR

NATURE WALKS



25



26



27



28



29



30



31

ISLAM IN ACTION!
THE ULTIMATE CAMPAIGN TOOLKIT

“ALLAH DOES NOT CHANGE THE CONDITION  
OF A PEOPLE, UNLESS THEY CHANGE WHAT  
IS IN THEMSELVES.” QUR’AN 13:11

A great resource is Islam in Action – 
the Ultimate Campaign Toolkit, by 
MADE in Europe and Oxfam.

It’s jam-packed with information 
and ideas that can help lead you to 
campaign success.

To order your free copy email  
info@madeineurope.org.uk  

CASE STUDY:  
Institut al Andalus, 
FRANCE
This Islamic community centre 
in Strasbourg has already had 
environmental documentary 
screenings, organised trips to organic 
farms and appointed a committee 
specifically to set up ecologically 
sustainable rules and actions for the 
centre.

They have also pledges to install bike 
racks, invest in more ecological taps and 
double glaze all their windows!

For more see: 
http://www.al-andalous.fr/
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DO’S & DONT’S
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Campaigning Tools
Islam in Action!                                       
The Ultimate Campaign Toolkit 
www.madeineurope.org.uk/learn/resources/
ultimatetoolkit
UN Calendar days 
www.un.org/en/events/observances/days.shtml 
Green Khutbah 
www.khaleafa.com/greenkhutbah/ 
Guardian Environment 
www.guardian.co.uk/environment/series/the-ultimate-
climate-change-faq
WHO Climate Change facts 
www.who.int/features/factfiles/climate_change/facts/en/

Key calendar dates
World Food Day		
16 October
Earth Hour 		
8pm, last Saturday in March
World Water Day		
22 March
Earth Day		
22 April
Fairtrade Fortnight		
end February - early March 
World Environment Day		
5 June
World Oceans Day		
8 June
World Population Day		
11 July




